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People have long debated the disadvantage of being the youngest in the class. The Nihon Keizai
newspaper recently featured an article detailing a study into this topic. Is there really any truth to the
supposition?

When | was rearing my children in the US, | heard many examples of parents holding their kids back
from elementary school for a year to allow development of leadership skills. This sounded surprising from a
Japanese perspective, but as students can also skip grades, the system seems to work, and in fact, the

newspaper article pushed for a more flexible educational system here in Japan.
My own children were born in February and May, and they turned out similarly except for their inherent

personality differences.
| would say that for children experiencing multiple educational systems, it really doesn’t seem to matter

when they were born. (U) BR AT vy
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Translated by Marian Kinoshita
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